
City of Watertown Request for Action 

Watertown City Council 
March 28, 2023 

Agenda Item:  2023 Community Programming Disbursements  
Request for Action: Adopt Resolution 2023-14, Approving the 2023 Community Programming 

Disbursements 
Employee/Dept.: Jake Foster, City Administrator  

Background: 
Every year, the City of Watertown seeks proposals from area civic organizations and nonprofits that create and 
operate community programming for local residents.  
 
The Watertown City Council has determined that Community Programming enhances quality of life and has a 
positive impact on the community.  
 
The city seeks programming proposals in the three following areas and criteria:  
 
1) Youth Programming  

a. Provides an alternative to organized sports.  
b. Contains an educational component.  
c. Promotes healthy living, active lifestyle.  
d. Is open and accessible to youth under the age of 17.  
e. Is no charge/reduced charge to Watertown residents.  

 
2) Adult Programming  

a. Provides an alternative to organized sports.  
b. Contains an educational component.  
c. Promotes healthy living, active lifestyle. 
d. Is open and accessible to persons over the age of 18.  
e. Is no charge/reduced charge to Watertown residents.  

 
3) Arts and Culture Programming  

a. Provides access to arts and culture.  
i. Is sensitive to the community’s history.  
ii. Provides new programming that is not otherwise available.  

b. Is not sponsored by a political party or promote a political party.  
c. Is no charge/reduced charge to Watertown residents.  
d. Is open and accessible to the entire community.  
 

Organization Backgrounds: 
Interested organizations are required to have a history of serving the Watertown community and maintain a 
501(c)3 or 501(c)4 status. Submittals are to include a description of the proposed event, estimated event costs, 
and proposed cost including City contribution.  
 
Program Budget: 
Historically, the city has budgeted $10,000 for community programming and has again for 2023.   
 
Submissions: 
For the 2023 program year, eight (8) organizations requested a total of $16,000.  
 



 
 
Budget Impact: 
$10,000 which is the budgeted total for 2023. 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends adopting Resolution #2023-14 approving the 2023 Community Programming Disbursements. 
 
Motion Type: 
Simple majority vote of members present.  
 
Requested Action/Motion: 
“I move to adopt Resolution #2023-14, approving the 2023 Community Programming Disbursements.” 
 
Attachments:   
Resolution #2023-14 
2023 Community Programming Proposal Document. 
Community Programming Grant Request Submissions.  

Organization 2022 Grant Award 2023 Request 2023 Grant Award
Community Education 2,000.00$               $3,000.00 $1,750.00
St. Paul's Lutheran Church 1,200.00$               $1,500.00 $1,000.00
Watertown Area Historical Society 1,200.00$               $2,000.00 $1,250.00
BIOGirls 1,000.00$               $2,000.00 $1,250.00
WeCab 1,200.00$               $2,000.00 $1,250.00
Watertown Royalty 1,200.00$               $2,000.00 $1,250.00
Fine Arts Council 1,200.00$               
Early Childhood Advisory Council 1,000.00$               $1,500.00 $1,000.00
River City Theater $2,000.00 $1,250.00
Total 10,000.00$             $16,000.00 $10,000.00



 CITY OF WATERTOWN 
 RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
RESOLUTION APPROVING 2023 COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING DISBURSEMENTS 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Watertown (the “City”) has determined that community-based 
programming enhances the quality of life for Watertown residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has solicited proposals from local non-profit and school district based 
organizations to provide youth and adult programming; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City has budgeted $10,000 for 2023 to fund these organizations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the programming must be an alternative to organized sports, promote the 
history and cultural amenities of the community, promote healthy lifestyles, and be free or reduced 
fee for Watertown residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, requests for proposals and funding have been submitted by the following 
organizations: 
 

 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of 
Watertown, Minnesota, hereby accepts the community programming proposals and approves the 
funding level requests as recommended by staff.  
  
 Adopted by the City Council of the City of Watertown this 28th day of March, 2023. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
        Michael Walters, Mayor 
 
 
 

ATTEST: ________________________________ 
      Margaret Reisdorf, Administrative Services Director 

 

Organization 2022 Grant Award 2023 Request 2023 Grant Award
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church 1,200.00$               $1,500.00 $1,000.00
Watertown Area Historical Society 1,200.00$               $2,000.00 $1,250.00
BIOGirls 1,000.00$               $2,000.00 $1,250.00
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2023 Community Programming 
Request for Proposals 

 

Purpose:  
The City of Watertown is seeking proposals from area civic organizations and nonprofits to 
create and operate community programming or events to meet the needs of City residents.  The 
Watertown City Council has determined that Community Programming enhances quality of life 
and has a positive impact on the economic climate in the community.  Generally, the city seeks 
programming proposals in the three following areas: 

1) Youth Programming  
2) Adult Programming 
3) Arts and Culture Programming 

Program Requirements: 
The City of Watertown is seeking proposals that meet one of the following criteria.   

1) Youth Programming  
a. Provide an alternative to organized sports 
b. Contain an educational component 
c. Promote healthy living, active lifestyle  
d. Is open and accessible to youth under the age of 18 
e. Is no charge/ reduced charge to Watertown residents 

2) Adult Programming 
a. Contain an educational component 
b. Promote healthy living, active lifestyle 
c. Is open and accessible to persons over the age of 18 
d. Is no charge/ reduced charge to Watertown residents  

3) Arts and Culture Programming 
a. Provide access to arts and culture 

i. Is sensitive to the community’s history 
ii. Provides new programming that is not otherwise available 

b. Is not sponsored by a political party or promote a political party 
c. Is no charge/ reduced charge to Watertown residents 
d. Is open and accessible to the entire community 

 



 

Submittal: 
Interested organizations should have a history of serving the City of Watertown community and 
maintain a 501(c)3 or 501(c)4 status.   

Submittals should include a description of the proposed event or program, estimated event or 
program costs, and proposed cost including amount you are requesting from the City.   

Following the event, the City requires five event photos, information about participation, and 
information about program or event financials. 

 

Process: 
Proposals are due to the City of Watertown by March 15, 2023 for review and consideration by 
the City Council at their March 21, 2023 meeting.  

Funds will be disbursed no later than April 28, 2023.  The program must be completed within the 
calendar year from fund disbursement.   

Proposals can be sent by: 

Email to  

Margaret Reisdorf 
Administrative Services Director  
mreisdorf@watertownmn.gov  

- Or -  

Mail to: 

City of Watertown 
PO Box 279 
Watertown, MN 55388 
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